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Climate Change Scrutiny Task Group 

1. INTRODUCTION  

 

1.1 At the full council meeting held on 25 March 2015, the following motion was 

 agreed: 

 

 This motion recognises the adaptation and mitigation work undertaken by 

 Gloucestershire County Council in response to climate change risks. The 

 findings of the Fifth Assessment Report (AR5) of the Intergovernmental Panel 

 on Climate Change (IPCC) indicate that there are opportunities to 

 substantially and significantly increase the transformation of our carbon 

 Intensive economy. Local investment now will bring substantial future savings 

 and opportunities that benefit local economies. 

 

 In light of the above, this Council resolves to form and enact policy to develop 

 the ‘low carbon economy’ that reduces greenhouse gas emissions according 

 to AR5 recommended targets. Actions will include: 

 

i) Effective adaptation to climate change in the local transport plan, in  

  waste management, in flood management and in energy use 

ii) Support and investment in employment by promoting innovation and 

  investments in environmentally sound technologies and infrastructure 

  that enable sustainable livelihoods and low-carbon behavioural and 

  lifestyle choices 

iii) A further promotion of long-term sustainability and conservation to  

  enhance biodiversity and special habitats, whilst also enabling  

  responses in the viability of new and innovative types of agriculture and 

  local energy and food production. 

 

 Many adaptation and mitigation options can help address climate change, but 

 no single option is sufficient by itself. Effective implementation depends on 

 policies and cooperation at all scales, and can be enhanced through 

 integrated responses that link adaptation and mitigation with other societal 

 objectives.  

 In light of the above, this Council requests that a cross-party task group be set 

 up in June and for a report to be brought back to Council by the end of the 

 year. The remit being to look at the conclusions of the Fifth Assessment 

 Report and ways in which action can be taken locally to address climate 

 change and develop the ‘low carbon economy’. 
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 (The minutes for the meeting can be accessed in full at: 

 http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/g7887/Printed%20minutes%

 20Wednesday%2025-Mar-2015%2010.00%20County%20Council.pdf?T=1) 

1.2 The ambitions of the task group were to: 

 Review the conclusions and recommendations of the Fifth 

 Assessment Report (AR5)  

 To understand what is meant by mitigation and adaptation strategies 

 To reflect on and evaluate what the Council has achieved so far in 

 addressing climate change 

 To consider the Council’s role in developing strategies to address 

 climate change, to develop a ‘low carbon economy’, and to reduce 

 greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. 

 

1.3 Membership of the task group 

 

 Councillors Phil Awford, John Cordwell, Sarah Lunnon (Chair), Brian 

 Oosthuysen, and Mike Sztymiak. 

 

1.4 Who did the task group speak to? 

 Commissioning Director: Communities and Infrastructure 

 Outcome Manager Community Infrastructure 

 Lead Commissioner Community Infrastructure 

 Lead Commissioner Highway Authority 

 Category Specialist, Business Management 

 Senior Planning Officer 

 Business Sector & Project Development Manager, GFirst LEP 

 Corporate Social Responsibility Manager, Gloucestershire Care 

 Services NHS Trust 

 Head of Business Services, Severn Wye Energy Agency 

 Senior Manager, Vision 21 

 Director of Sustainability, University of Gloucestershire. 

2.  SUMMARY 

2.1  Climate change, as determined by the AR5, needs to be addressed across all 

 levels and approaches. The issue is being addressed locally within 

 Gloucestershire across different organisations and across different service 

 areas within Gloucestershire County Council.  

 

2.2  Nevertheless, more can and needs to be done locally to contribute to the 

 terms agreed at the Paris Climate Conference (COP21) in December 2015 

 and to limit global warming. Gloucestershire County Council needs to  

 continue to lead by example by ensuring its practices are sustainable and that 

http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/g7887/Printed%20minutes%25%0920Wednesday%2025-Mar-2015%2010.00%20County%20Council.pdf?T=1)
http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/g7887/Printed%20minutes%25%0920Wednesday%2025-Mar-2015%2010.00%20County%20Council.pdf?T=1)
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 it reduces its carbon emissions, therefore encouraging other organisations 

 and businesses within the community to act similarly. 

 

2.3  Gloucestershire County Council needs to work alongside partner 

 organisations to encourage the development of the low carbon economy and 

 to ensure that the mitigation of and adaptation to climate change is achieved 

 across the county. Devolution provides this opportunity, alongside closer 

 working with the GFirst LEP to support local businesses in becoming 

 sustainable and energy efficient.  

 

3.  RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 Recommendation 1: The task group recommends that the urgency of the 

 need to reduce carbon emissions through transport should be 

 expressed in a paragraph included in the foreword of the Local 

 Transport Plan 2015-31 and should be reflected in the performance 

 indicators. These should relate to the terms of the COP21 agreement 

 signed in Paris in December 2015, and should highlight the importance 

 of choosing alternative modes of transport to the car. 

Recommendation 2: The task group recommends that Gloucestershire 

County Council agrees a target for the reduction of transport carbon 

emissions, in order to contribute to achieving the government’s climate 

change commitments as part of COP21. 

 Recommendation 3: The task group recommends that Cabinet ensures 

 that the mitigation of and adaptation to climate change is addressed 

 during the procurement process by Gloucestershire County Council in 

 its high value and high risk contracts. This needs to be in line with the 

 Council’s obligations under the Social Value Act, in which actions must 

 be proportionate, relevant to the subject matter of the contract and 

 consistent with the Council’s duty to secure value for money. 

 

 Recommendation 4: The task group recommends that Gloucestershire 

 County Council continues to lead by example and that it should: 

 commit to having a leading role across Gloucestershire, 

 developing a strategy for action to mitigate against climate 

 change and in developing the low carbon economy;  

 continue to promote objectives 28, 29, 30 and 31 of the National 

 Adaptation Plan through involvement in the LGA’s Climate Local 

 initiative; and  

 contribute fully to the national risk assessment and development 

 of the second National Adaptation Plan.  
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 Recommendation 5: The task group recommends an explicit 

 commitment by the Devolution partners to: 

 The mitigation of and adaptation to the local impacts of climate 

 change;  

 An effective local contribution towards national and 

 international targets, in particular, the voluntary adoption for 

 Gloucestershire of the UK climate change target of an 80% 

 reduction of the 1990 levels of CO2 emissions by 2050, and 

 associated carbon budgets; 

 Joint working to increase renewable energy generation. 

 It is essential that these commitments are reflected in the core 

 principles and governance arrangements. 

 Recommendation 6:  

  

 The task group asks the GFirst LEP Board to: 

 

 Recognise that climate change is an issue that will impact on the 

 entire economy of Gloucestershire and that it needs to be 

 addressed by all business sectors as well as the environment 

 technology sector; 

 Develop a coherent strategy to address the impacts of climate 

 change (mitigation and adaptation) on the economy; 

 Incorporate support for local businesses regarding the reduction 

 of greenhouse gas emissions and adoption of energy efficient 

 measures, which will improve the viability and sustainability of 

 Gloucestershire businesses, in their business advice. 

 

4.  BACKGROUND  

 

4.1 Climate change has received significant world attention in the lead up to and 

 following the signing of a global climate deal at COP21 in December 2015. 

 Heightening the urgency of the need for the global community to address 

 climate change, the climate deal sets a historic  precedent committing all 

 countries to limit their GHG emissions and to limit global warming to 1.50C 

 above pre-industrial levels. 

 

4.2 Climate change has been recognised as a national threat by the British 

 Government. The Cabinet Office has identified 12 major risks to the country 

 and, of these, 4 relate to the impact of climate change, including severe 

 weather, coastal flooding, inland flooding, and animal disease. The task group 

 discussed whether these risks were already having an impact across the UK 
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 and within Gloucestershire, considering the extreme flooding experienced in 

 the county in 2007 and across the north of England in December 2015. 

 

4.3 As highlighted by the COP21 agreement signed in Paris in December 2015 

 and in recognition of the recent extreme weather experienced across the UK, 

 unless strategies are put in place now, climate change will have an increasing 

 number of devastating and substantial effects on both the national and local 

 community.  

 

5. KEY DEFINITIONS 

5.1   The mitigation of climate change can be defined as a human intervention to 

 reduce the sources of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Mitigation can occur 

 at all government levels and across different sectors of local, national, and 

 international communities. 

5.2  Adaptation to climate change can be understood as the process of adjusting 

 to climate change and its effects. Adaptation strategies include flood 

 management and the maintenance of eco-systems.  

6. THE FIFTH ASSESSMENT REPORT (AR5)   

6.1  The task group wished to gain an understanding of the AR5 in terms of the 

 report’s detailing on the causes of climate change, how climate change can 

 be addressed, and in order to consider how the report relates to 

 Gloucestershire County Council. 

6.2  The AR5, produced by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

 (IPCC), is the most detailed documentation of scientific knowledge on climate 

 change since 2007. Released in several parts between 2013 and 2014, the 

 report highlights numerous key issues relating to the impact and mitigation of 

 climate change. 

 

6.3  The report indicates that humans are changing the climate, and that the 

 climate is getting warmer. GHG emissions from humans are at their highest 

 level yet, and, in order to minimise the effects to the climate, GHG emissions 

 need to radically reduce. 

 

6.4 The AR5 suggests that no single option is adequate on its own to address 

 climate change. Success in the mitigation of and adaptation to climate change 

 depends on getting the right policy frameworks  in place, on working together 

 at all levels, and on mitigation and adaptation strategies being included across 

 all approaches.  
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6.5 As such, members of the task group understand that mitigation and 

 adaptation strategies should be implemented at both a national and local 

 level. Action therefore needs to be taken locally in Gloucestershire, as well as 

 nationally, in order to address climate change. Gloucestershire County 

 Council will need to play a more significant leading role in this, building on 

 work already being done, and encouraging action in the local community. 

 

6.6 The full Fifth Assessment Report can be accessed at: 

 https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/ 

 

7. FINDINGS  

 

7.1  Members have met with a number of individuals from a range of sectors and 

 service areas to gain an understanding of the current strategies by 

 Gloucestershire County Council and other local organisations and businesses 

 to address climate change, and to consider the role of the Council going 

 forward in addressing the development of the ‘low carbon economy’ and the 

 reduction of GHG emissions. 

 

7.2  Gloucestershire County Council Strategies  

 

 Local Transport Plan 

 

7.2.1  It is a statutory requirement under the Local Transport Act 2008 for local 

 authorities to have a Local Transport Plan (LTP), which sets out their 

 transport strategies. Gloucestershire County Council’s LTP is currently 

 undergoing formal review and will be adopted in June 2016, setting the long-

 term strategy for transport delivery up until 2031. 

 

7.2.2  In the draft LTP, the environment and the promotion of alternative modes of 

 transport to the car has been addressed across several indicators including: 

 LTP PI-8 Increase use of cycling – increase the number of cycle users 

  at sites across the county 

 LTP PI-9 Increase use of bus – increase number of bus passenger 

 journeys 

 LTP PI-14 Improve air quality – reduce the number of air quality 

 management areas in the county 

 LTP PI-15 Carbon emissions – restrain transport derived carbon 

 emissions levels to 2015/16 levels by monitoring levels on key 

 corridors. 

 

7.2.3  The task group recognises the importance of the proposed indicators in 

 encouraging alternative transport use to the car to reduce carbon emissions, 

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/
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 and the monitoring of CO2 emitted through transport on key corridors in an 

 attempt to restrain emissions to 2015/16 levels. However, members are of the 

 view that the urgency of the need to reduce carbon emissions through 

 transport in order to limit global warming to 1.50C above pre-industrial levels 

 should be explicit in the LTP. 

 

 Recommendation 1: The task group recommends that the urgency of the 

 need to reduce carbon emissions through transport should be 

 expressed in a paragraph included in the foreword of the Local 

 Transport Plan 2015-31 and should be reflected in the performance 

 indicators. These should relate to the terms of the COP21 agreement 

 signed in Paris in December 2015, and should highlight the importance 

 of choosing alternative modes of transport to the car. 

Recommendation 2: The task group recommends that Gloucestershire 

County Council agrees a target for the reduction of transport carbon 

emissions, in order to contribute to achieving the government’s climate 

change commitments as part of COP21. 

 Procurement 

 

7.2.4  Gloucestershire County Council can influence the mitigation of climate change 

 and the development of the low carbon economy locally through sustainable 

 procurement and the requirement of social value. Social value requires public 

 authorities to have regard to economic, social and environmental well-being in 

 connection with public services contracts and is applied to all high value 

 and/or high risk contracts at the Council. Through this process, environmental 

 aspects such as CO2 emissions, use of natural resources and use of, or 

 production of, hazardous substances, can be influenced. 

 

7.2.5  The Council has positively influenced a number of environmental outcomes in 

 its contracts. In the LED Street Lighting contract, the following outcomes were 

 achieved: 

 A significant reduction in energy use and associated carbon emissions 

 Reduced maintenance requirements and associated travel 

 A reduction in light pollution 

 An intention to work towards zero waste 

 The use of EURO 5 vehicles or better. 

 

7.2.6  The task group recognises the significant influence social value and 

 sustainable procurement can have locally in the development of the low 

 carbon economy and recognises the environmental outcomes achieved so far 

 through the process. Nevertheless, members feel that more can be achieved 
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 through the procurement process at Gloucestershire County Council to 

 directly address the impacts of climate change. 

 

 Recommendation 3: The task group recommends that Cabinet ensures 

 that the mitigation of and adaptation to climate change is addressed 

 during the procurement process by Gloucestershire County Council in 

 its high value and high risk contracts. This needs to be in line with the 

 Council’s obligations under the Social Value Act, in which actions must 

 be proportionate, relevant to the subject matter of the contract and 

 consistent with the Council’s duty to secure value for money. 

 

 Mitigation and adaptation strategies 

 

7.2.7 Members of the task group were presented with information regarding the 

 CO2 emissions for Gloucestershire in 2013. National data indicates that direct  

 CO2 emissions have reduced since 2005 and are following the national trend. 

 However, this does not reflect indirect emissions, such as international flights. 

 

7.2.8 In terms of the CO2 emissions produced by Gloucestershire County Council, 

 street lighting, signs, bollards and signals accounted for 56% of emissions 

 between 2014 and 2015, followed by Council buildings at 36% and staff 

 business travel at 4%. 

 

7.2.9 The Council currently has strategies in place to mitigate and adapt to the 

impacts of climate change and reduce its CO2 emissions across a range of its 

service areas. As determined by the Fifth Assessment Report, climate change 

is best addressed across all approaches, and it is evident that this is already 

occurring at Gloucestershire County Council.  

 

7.2.10 Mitigation strategies currently undertaken by the Council include: 

 Carbon reduction programme across its estate; on target to reduce 

 carbon emissions by 60% by 2020/21 against the 2006/07 baseline 

 Work by the Highway Authority to assist the district councils in 

 improving air quality 

 Recycling and landfill avoidance strategies 

 Supporting the development of the Gloucestershire Centre of 

 Excellence in Renewable Energy, Engineering and Nuclear Skills 

 (GREEN)  

 Shire Hall refurbishment will include the installation of solar photovoltaic 

(PV) panels 

 Reviewing options for renewable energy generation on its estate, 

following changes to government subsidy. 
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7.2.11 Regarding adaptation to the impacts of climate change, the Council: 

 Has had a key role in setting up the Gloucestershire Local Nature 

 Partnership’s strategic Glos Green Infrastructure Framework 

 Has contributed £48 million in funding towards flood alleviation 

 measures since 2007 

 Is one of the partner agencies on the Local Resilience Forum.  

 

7.2.12 The UK Climate Change Act 2008 requires periodic national Climate Change 

 Risk Assessments and for government to develop a National Adaptation Plan 

 (NAP) in response. The first NAP was published in 2013 and the second is 

 required by 2018.  The NAP recognises the role of local government and 

 includes 4 relevant objectives: 

 Objective 28: To raise and maintain the profile of adaptation with local 

authorities and promote action to embed climate resilience across local 

authority services and responsibilities 

 Objective 29: To support local government to build a credible business 

case for action and take well-informed decisions both internally across 

service areas and externally with their local communities and 

businesses 

 Objective 30: To ensure the policy framework for local government 

supports councils to increase community resilience in partnership with 

local and regional players 

 Objective 31: To support sector-led activities, which allow councils to 

make local commitments to address their own unique challenges and 

opportunities arising from a changing climate. 

 

7.2.13 In support of this, the Local Government Association (LGA) launched Climate 

 Local in 2012, an initiative to drive, inspire and support council action to 

 reduce carbon emissions and to improve resilience to the impacts of the 

 changing climate. 114 councils have signed the Climate Local commitment, 

 including Gloucestershire County Council, which is also a member of the 

 national steering group. In signing up, individually or in partnership, councils 

 make a public commitment to act on a set of local priorities. They also agreed 

 to support other councils by sharing details of their actions and learning. 

 

7.2.14 As evident, Gloucestershire County Council has already recognised the 

 importance of addressing the increasing risks of climate change through its 

 numerous mitigation and adaptation strategies, and its target to reduce its 

 CO2 emissions. Nevertheless, the task group is of the view that the Council 

 can do more to address the issue and that the urgency of the need to do so is 

 highlighted by the COP21 agreement and the AR5.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/adapting-to-climate-change-national-adaptation-programme
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 Recommendation 4: The task group recommends that Gloucestershire 

 County Council continues to lead by example and that it should: 

 commit to having a leading role across Gloucestershire, 

 developing a strategy for action to mitigate against climate 

 change and in developing the low carbon economy;  

 continue to promote objectives 28, 29, 30 and 31 of the National 

 Adaptation Plan through involvement in the LGA’s Climate Local 

 initiative; and 

 contribute fully to the national risk assessment and development 

 of the second National Adaptation Plan. 

 

7.3  Devolution  

7.3.1 Local government is currently facing a period of change through the prospect 

 of Devolution. Gloucestershire County Council is working alongside nine other 

 Gloucestershire authorities and organisations, as part of the proposed 

 Combined Authority, to develop a Devolution bid to present to the 

 Government, in the hope that the county will be able take advantage of the 

 opportunities provided by Devolution to drive economic growth and public 

 sector reform. 

7.3.2 Members consider the Devolution bid as a chance for Gloucestershire County 

Council and its partners to take a clear, proactive and forefront position on 

climate change action within Gloucestershire. By directly addressing climate 

change in its Devolution bid, Gloucestershire County Council and its partners 

can take the lead across the county in helping to mitigate the risks of climate 

change and reduce carbon emissions, whilst also providing a leading example 

for businesses and organisations within Gloucestershire to also take action. 

 

7.3.3 As it stood in September 2015, Gloucestershire’s Devolution proposals did not 

contain an explicit reference to climate change. Climate change was 

addressed in the proposals only implicitly in such aspects as the River Severn 

Flood Alleviation Investment Programme, and in the provision of business 

support for sectors that have low carbon technology elements. 

 

7.3.4 In October 2015, the task group produced a letter to Leadership 

 Gloucestershire  expressing their wish to see an explicit commitment by the 

 partners in any Combined Authority to: 

 The mitigation of and adaptation to the local impacts of climate change 

 The voluntary adoption by the Combined Authority of the UK climate 

 change target of an 80% reduction of the 1990 levels of CO2 emissions 

 by 2050, and associated carbon budgets. 
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7.3.5 A response to the letter was issued by Leadership Gloucestershire to the task 

 group in November 2015, stating that the members of Leadership 

 Gloucestershire ‘recognise that climate change should be reflected in the 

 development of the Devolution proposals and advice will be sought from the 

 Government on the application of the Climate Change Act in areas with 

 devolved powers.’ 

 

7.3.6 The task group welcomes the positive response of Leadership 

 Gloucestershire in its recognition that climate change should be reflected in 

 the development of the Devolution proposals and are keen for advice to be 

 sought from the Government in terms of how the Climate Change Act can be 

 applied in areas with devolved powers. 

 Recommendation 5: The task group recommends an explicit 

 commitment by the Devolution partners to: 

 The mitigation of and adaptation to the local impacts of climate 

 change;  

 An effective local contribution towards national and 

 international targets, in particular, the voluntary adoption for 

 Gloucestershire of the UK climate change target of an 80% 

 reduction of the 1990 levels of CO2 emissions by 2050, and 

 associated carbon budgets; 

 Joint working to increase renewable energy generation. 

 It is essential that these commitments are reflected in the core 

 principles and governance arrangements. 

7.4  Local organisations 

7.4.1  It is evident that across the county several organisations are already 

 committed to reducing their carbon emissions and addressing the issue of 

 climate change. The task group was particularly impressed with the strategies 

 employed by the Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group and NHS 

 Trusts. Sustainability and carbon efficiency work carried out by the 

 Gloucestershire NHS Foundation Trust includes the employment of a 

 voluntary sustainability team and the promotion of a car share system, whilst 

 strategies applied by the Gloucestershire Care Services NHS Trust include 

 the roll-out of solar photovoltaic/ air-source heat pump energy and light 

 emitting diode lights, and the launching of a new sustainable procurement 

 policy. The task group recognised the importance of the roles of the 

 sustainability officers working within Gloucestershire Care Services and 

 Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust in working to embed 

 sustainability across the organisations. 
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7.4.2 The University of Gloucestershire has a significant and leading role within the 

 county to promote sustainability and the development of the low carbon 

 economy. Within the organisation, the University of Gloucestershire has 

 addressed its own carbon emissions through an ambitious Carbon 

 Management Plan, with a target to reduce Scope 1 and 2 carbon emissions 

 by 40% by 2020, from a 2005 baseline. The university also works to educate 

 its staff and students on sustainability, and works within the county and 

 region through the Regional Centre of Expertise on Education for Sustainable 

 Development Severn to increase local and regional collaboration on 

 learning and change for sustainability with its partnership of over 100 local 

 organisations across sectors, in activities such as biodiversity planning, 

 community gardening, and in the arts, schools, health, sports, and business. 

7.4.3  Several independent charity organisations are also working to promote energy 

 efficiency and sustainability in Gloucestershire. The task group was 

 particularly interested in the work carried out by the Severn Wye Energy 

 Agency, an independent energy education charity. The agency works to 

 support local businesses to become more energy efficient through their  

 Nighthawk Programme, in which they carry out midnight energy surveys to 

 identify wastage. Gloucestershire County Council has had a role in supporting 

 the Severn Wye Energy Agency in their work towards  developing the low 

 carbon economy and energy saving. 

 

7.5      Local businesses  

 

7.5.1  Members were keen to understand the actions taken by local businesses in 

 contributing to the development of the low carbon economy and in addressing 

 climate change locally. A survey was developed by the task group and issued 

 to 158 local businesses and organisations. The task group also heard from 

 the Business Sector and Project Development Manager at the GFirst LEP on 

 the views of the GFirst Energy Sector Group regarding the issues that limit the 

 ability of small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) to reduce their energy 

 and carbon use.  

 

7.5.2 The task group only received responses from just over 10% of the businesses 

and organisations that were issued with the survey. However, the responses 

received were still useful in terms of providing an indication as to the views of 

some businesses towards climate change and the actions they were pursuing 

to address the issue.  

 

7.5.3 It was clear from the survey results, which included responses from a variety 

of different sectors, some businesses and organisations were beginning to 

explicitly address climate change through the setting of carbon reduction 

targets. However, this cannot be seen as something all businesses are doing, 
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as the survey results were not representative of all businesses in 

Gloucestershire, and responses may have been from businesses with an 

interest in addressing climate change.  

 

7.5.4 The lack of responses to the survey could indicate that there may be little  

 interest amongst local businesses about climate change, or a lack of 

 recognition of how they can contribute to the low carbon economy and 

 mitigation of climate change. Certainly, the views of the GFirst Energy Sector 

 Group suggest that many SMEs see climate change as a problem beyond 

 their range of influence, and therefore messages about climate change do not 

 help businesses to engage with the problem. As such, messages need to 

 come from a different perspective, focused on profit and cost reduction.  

 

7.5.5 The GFirst Energy Sector Group indicated that whilst large companies may 

 have the resources and direction to address climate change, it is more 

 difficult for SMEs to understand what they can achieve and for them to look 

 beyond potential initial costs without clear and continued support and advice. 

 Currently, there is no provision of support for SMEs across Gloucestershire 

 that focuses on the provision of sustainable energy and carbon reduction 

 priorities funded through the public sector.  

 

7.5.6 The task group is of the opinion that more needs to be done to support local 

 businesses, particularly SMEs, in reducing their carbon emissions and energy 

 use, helping to mitigate climate change, and in ensuring their businesses are 

 sustainable.  

 

7.5.7 The GFirst LEP has a significant role in supporting and influencing local 

 business development and economic growth in Gloucestershire. With climate 

 change already having an impact locally and with effects likely to intensify in 

 the future, businesses in Gloucestershire need to become sustainable and 

 viable. The task group believes that having businesses which are sustainable 

 and viable in relation to climate change is interlinked with economic growth 

 and development. By addressing climate change, businesses will save money 

 through reduced energy costs and will increase their resilience and viability. 

 

7.5.8 The task group notes that the GFirst LEP has recognised that businesses can 

 save money through reduced energy costs and has identified the effects 

 climate change could have on the economy. However, members are 

 disappointed that the GFirst LEP does not have a coherent strategy to 

 address the impacts of climate change on the economy, which is fundamental 

 to economic sustainability across the county. The task group is also of the 

 view that the GFirst LEP should recognise that climate change is an issue that 

 is relevant to Gloucestershire’s economy and that it needs to be addressed by 

 all business sectors, not just by the environment technology sector. 
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7.5.9 The task group is therefore of the view that the GFirst LEP should be 

 providing advice to all businesses on sustainability and energy efficiency and 

 should be supporting businesses contributing to the development of the low 

 carbon economy.  

 

 Recommendation 6:  

 

 The task group asks the GFirst LEP Board to: 

 

 Recognise that climate change is an issue that will impact on the 

 entire economy of Gloucestershire and that it needs to be 

 addressed by all business sectors as well as the environment 

 technology sector; 

 Develop a coherent strategy to address the impacts of climate 

 change (mitigation and adaptation) on the economy; 

 Incorporate support for local businesses regarding the reduction 

 of greenhouse gas emissions and adoption of energy efficient 

 measures, which will improve the viability and sustainability of 

 Gloucestershire businesses, in their business advice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


